Chattahoochee High School
AP U.S. Government and Politics
Mrs. Shoshanna Adams 
Contact: Adamss8@fultonschools.org
470.254.7600
[image: image1.wmf]

Introduction/ Course Description
This yearlong course serves as a college or university introduction to the United States Government. It is taught with the belief that students need to understand not only who governs, but also what difference it makes who formulates and implements public policy. Students will examine the principles and processes of government in general and of the U.S. specifically. Challenging assignments involving student reading, analysis, synthesis, writing, questioning will offer the student the opportunity to develop along the lines of the course objectives.
Course Outline

	
	1st Semester
	

	Unit 1
	Topic: Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government
	Chapters

	
	Introduction to AP American Government and The US Constitution/ Federalism
	Ch.1-3

	2
	Topic: People and Politics
	Chapters

	
	Political Beliefs, Behaviors, and Mass Media
	Ch.6-7

	3
	Political Agenda
	Chapters

	
	Political Parties, Interest Groups, Campaigns and Voting Behavior (Elections)
	Ch. 8-10

	4
	Institutions
	Chapters

	
	Presidency and Bureaucracy
	Ch.12 and 14

	
	
	

	
	2nd Semester
	

	5
	The Policy Makers 
	Chapters

	
	Congress and The Federal Budget
	Ch.11 and 13

	6
	The Rights of the People
	Chapters

	
	The Federal Courts and Federal Court Cases
	Ch. 15

	
	 Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
	Ch.4 -5 

	7
	Federal Policies
	Chapters

	
	Economic, Environment, Security
	Ch. 16-18


AP Exam

All students are expected to prepare for and take the College Board Advanced Placement Exam.  It will be administered:  Monday May 6th, 2019 at 7:30 a.m. at Chattahoochee High School.
Educational Materials

School Provided Materials: 
Edwards, G.C., Lineberry, R.L., & Wattenberg, M.P. Government in America: People, politics, and policy (16th ed.). New York: Pearson Longman, 2014.  
Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms & teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book & may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book. 
Student Provided Materials:
· 2 inch three ring binder 
· College ruled notebook paper

· 8 Dividers  
· Composition Book
· Blue or Black ink pens
· Highlighters – blue, orange, yellow, pink
Attendance 

To help insure success in this class, excellent attendance is Mandatory

Students who are absent shall receive a grade of zero (0) for work missed for the day(s) or class periods(s) in which the absence(s) occur. Students shall be responsible for making up missed work for each absence. Students shall receive 100% credit for the make-up work for all absences completed within the allotted time.    If you are absent only the day before a test, you will still be required to take the test that day.
Student Evaluation

Per Fulton County Policy, the following scale is used: 90-100 = (A), 80-90 = (B), 70-80 = (C), 0-69 = (F).  Grades are weighted as follows

Major Assessments: (55%) This includes unit tests (multiple choice and FRQ), performance tasks, and individual major projects (count as ½ a major assessment).
Minor Assessments: (15%) This includes quizzes, computer labs, and small group activities.  

Other: (10%) This includes homework, classroom activities, and notebook checks

Final Exam: (20%) A comprehensive exam will count as 20% of your final grade.  It is vital that you are present on test day.  

Tardy Policy
In all Chattahoochee classrooms, instruction occurs from bell to bell.  If a student is not in class before the tardy bell rings, a Tardy Pass or Check-in Pass will be required to enter class.  This policy is designed to encourage prompt arrival to class to minimize disturbances that occur when students arrive late.  Tardiness will be tracked by the Administration on a weekly basis, and they may result in disciplinary consequences as shown below.  Excessive tardies to the same class over the duration of the semester may also initiate an administrator’s response. A class cut occurs when a student is absent from class for more than ten minutes without having permission from their assigned teacher or authorization from the front office to do so.

Make-up work Policy

It is the student's responsibility to see the teacher about any work missed while out with an excused absence.  If you are in school but not in my class on any given day, it is the student's responsibility to hand in any work due that day and pick up any homework assignments for the next day. 
Tests: If a student is absent only the day before a test, they will be required to take the test the day they return. If a student is absent for several consecutive days, the student must make arrangements with the teacher to make up the test as soon as possible, so they can move forward with learning new content.  Make-up tests are not necessarily the same format as the original test and may be in an all-essay format.
Electronic Privacy

No use of electronic devices to record or transmit class activities, resources, or information is permitted.  This means that you may not use a camera, camera phone, camera pen to take pictures of students, teachers, classroom materials or resources, notes, etc.  Doing so is a serious violation of the honor code and of the privacy rights of individuals and will be treated as such
Cheating and Plagiarism

The Social Studies Department considers academic integrity a top priority.  Any copying or sharing of answers on homework, class work, assignments, tests or projects is cheating. Copying and pasting information from online and submitting it for a review sheet is considered cheating.  The only exception to this rule is if the teacher has explicitly stated that the work is a “cooperative learning” experience. All work is to be original and done by the individual unless otherwise stated by the teacher.  In addition, any discussion of tests, quizzes, papers, or essays by students that have completed an assignment and any students that have not will also be considered cheating and an honor code violation.  If in doubt, ask the teacher.

Plagiarism is also a form of cheating.  Plagiarism is defined by The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language as the “act of stealing and using the ideas or writings of another as one’s own.”  Although the direct copying of another’s work is the most blatant example, any time a student takes another’s ideas and passes them off as their own it is plagiarism.  A student must note the source even if he or she “rephrases” the material.

The consequences for cheating or plagiarism on any assignment are the awarding of a zero grade and an honor code referral for all parties involved. Allowing one’s work to be copied is also considered cheating.

.

Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades

1. Students who complete a major assessment but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class. Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.

3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%. If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.
Website and Contact
Parents you will have access to my website: ShoshannaAdams.Weebly.com. Here you will find tentative calendars, supply list and other things you will find helpful. 
Students we will use Google Classroom to enhance your classroom experience. We will also use Remind101 so that I can send reminders, announcements and last minute changes to the class schedule. Access instructions and codes will be given during class.

Teacher Wish List

· Clorox wipes
· Kleenex tissues

· Paper towels

· Lysol spray
Parents and Students: 
Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics is an extremely challenging full year college level course. It will entail reading and writing assignments that will require extensive work outside of the classroom on a weekly basis. In addition, there will be before/afterschool meetings, and no more than 2 Saturday workshops. As this is an AP course, I try to challenge, organize and run it like a college level class. In addition, be aware that successful completion of American Government is a requirement for graduation from the GA Department of Education. After the reviewing this syllabus and reading this message, I request that both parents and the student sign this document and return the signed portion to me. Your signatures will signify your acknowledgement of the rigor of this course and the expectations of the students.
I am look forward to a wonderful year!!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Shoshanna Adams
Please sign and return the section below. Keep the top portion for your records.

I have read and reviewed the all of policies for Mrs. Adams’ AP Government and Politics class. 
_____________________________

__________________________________
___ / ___ /___

Student’s Name (print)


Student’s Signature


Date

_____________________________
   
__________________________________
___ / ___ /___

Parent/Guardian’s Name (print)

Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Date

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s preferred email address

( ______ )  ______  -  _______________

Parent/Guardian’s preferred telephone number

Consent for WBL Teacher’s Assistant Support

I grant permission for Mrs. Adams’ WBL Teacher Assistant to assist in my class with assigned classroom responsibilities including, but not limited to tutoring, grading, and student assistance.
Parent signature: _____________________________________ for 2018-2019.

